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The Imperial Glass Corporation of Bellaire, Ohio was
one of the true giants of the American handmade
glass industry. In its time, Imperial was the  larg-
est factory and produced more types of glass items
than many of the scores of smaller glass compa-
nies that were located throughout the Ohio River
valley.

Over the years Imperial employed thousands of
highly-skilled glass workers who turned out count-
less items of beauty in a wide variety of patterns,
styles and functions. Today, Imperial glass is ea-
gerly sought out by increasing numbers of enthu-
siastic glass collectors.

At the outset of the 2lst Century, the remarkable
workers of Imperial are slowly vanishing from our
midst. Their legacy and the beautiful glass they
created must be protected and made available for
future generations.  The need for a National Impe-
rial Glass Museum dedicated to this purpose has
never been greater.
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The process of establishing the National Imperial
Glass Museum is well underway. As is often the
case, the turning of this dream into reality requires
help from many sources.

Standing at the forefront of the effort to estab-
lish the National Imperial Glass Museum is the
1,100-member National Imperial Glass Collectors’
Society (NIGCS).  The Museum’s purpose, as man-
dated in the NIGCS By-Laws, is  clearly set forth in
Article III, Section 2:  “ A primary objective of this
organization is to establish and maintain a perma-
nent museum in or near Bellaire, Ohio for the dis-
playing and studying of Imperial Glass.”

3200 Belmont Street
Bellaire, Ohio

“Dedicated to the memory of Imperial, its
Employees and the beautiful glass they

created.”

National
Imperial Glass

Museum

The purpose of the following is to set
forth NIGCS’ program for developing the
National Imperial Glass Museum.

FundingFundingFundingFundingFunding
Through its’ Campaign for Imperial the
NIGCS has established multiple gifting
opportunities.

The Establishment Fund will be dedicated
to building renovation and equiping of
the museum.  Several years of solid So-
ciety earnings, a wide variety of ongo-
ing fund-raising activities, and generous
member contributions have brought the
Establishment Fund to the point of build-
ing purchase and partial renovation.
Additional   Establishment Fund   sup-
port will be required to prepare for Mu-
seum opening. Donation opportunities
will continue to be created to encour-
age participation from all possible con-
tributors.  In addition, capital grant op-
portunities from several levels of gov-
ernment are being sought.

We also must  plan for the ongoing costs
of present and future operations. To
meet these needs, the NIGCS has estab-
lished both the Operating and Endow-
ment Funds to receive contributions
from Society members,  Society earn-
ings, and Study Groups.  Targets for fu-
ture levels of these funds are being
developed.

The Society has established supplemen-
tal contribution opportunities at the time
of membership renewal with the aim of
allowing members to make major desig-
nated contributions to the Museum’s Es-
tablishment, Operating, or Endowment
Funds along with their annual dues.



floor is targeted to house the hospitality,  office,
display, and archive operations of the Museum. Inte-
rior design and renovation is underway.

As the home of the Imperial Glass Company, the City
of Bellaire has demonstrated significant support for
the Museum project.

heritage of the former Bellaire Glass Museum. Addi-
tionally, the Imperial archives at the Museum will be
progressively opened to approved researchers work-
ing under the guidance of the NIGCS Archive Policy.
The NIGCS has already acquired a number of items
for display in the Museum. The Glass Acquisition Com-
mittee continues to purchase hard-to-find items and
pieces of general interest. Desirable display items
will also be sought for the Museum on a loan status.
The Museum accepts donations of glassware from
members, other glass organizations,and interested
parties
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Establishing a permanent National Imperial Glass Mu-
seum will only become a reality with much hard work
and financial support from individuals and organiza-
tions of all sizes.  Efforts such as these, that pre-
serve our history and heritage, have become an
American tradition in themselves.

Please respond generously to any of the Campaign
for Imperial gifting opportunites.  The NIGCS non-
profit status allows gifts in cash or kind to be tax
deductible.

With your help and others like you, the dream of a
National Imperial Glass Museum will become a reality
and the fires of the ‘Big I’ will burn once again for
generations to come.
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A key element in prepartion for opening the museum
is the procurement of a number of custom, lighted
display cabinets. To meet this need the NIGCS has
established Operation Display which provides mem-
bers, organizations and local businesses the oppor-
tunity to contribute funds and have their involve-
ment be recognized
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The NIGCS now owns the Building at 3200 Belmont
Ave. in the City of Bellaire.  The 3800 sq. ft. main
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At the outset, Museum staffing will be heavily reli-
ant on NIGCS and local volunteers. Part time, pro-
fessional staff will support the possibility of opera-
tional  grants.

PromotionPromotionPromotionPromotionPromotion

The NIGCS will heavily promote the National Imperial
Glass Museum throughout the glass collecting com-
munity. The new Museum will be promoted in trade
journals, local media and the internet.  All venues
will be explored with the goal of creating a signifi-
cant awareness of the National Imperial Glass Mu-
seum and  its programs.
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Glass displays at the Museum will be on both a con-
tinuous and rotating basis. Changes will take place
to relate to annual NIGCS Convention themes,
Bellaire-related celebrations, and educational oppor-
tunities. We are working toward combining the


